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FOREWORD

T'his is the sixth volume of the Proceedings of the Medico-
1 egal Society in Victoria. It includes seven papers which were
delivered at general meetings of the Society in the years 1953
and 1954 and an essay entitled “The Symptomatic Alcoholic”
by Mr. Stanley Johnston, B.A., LL.B., which was awarded the
Stewart Macarthur prize in 1953.

'I'he committees which have controlled the destinies of the
sacicty in the years covered by this volume were as follows:—
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EDITORS” NOTE

This volume contains not only the papers delivered to the
Society in the period which it covers but also a summary of
the discussions which followed the reading of the papers. The
Clommittee of the Society decided in 1954 to resume the practice
of making a shorthand record of the discussions, and further
decided that this volume should contain not the whole of the
transcript of the discussion but a summary of it.

It will be noted that no discussion is recorded in the cases
ol the paper delivered by Mr. O. J. Gillard, q@.c., and Dr.
Cunningham Dax. Mr. Gillard’s paper was delivered before the
practice of taking a shorthand note was resumed, and on the
night when Dr. Cunningham Dax delivered his paper there
were in fact no shorthand writers present.

Readers will understand that if in the summaries of dis-
cussion inaccurate or unwise remarks are attributed to any of
the speakers, the fault lies with the editors who have prepared
the summary and not with the original speaker. To the
speakers whose sage utterances have been thus mutilated, the
cditors offer their apologies.

The editors desire to express their thanks to Mr. W. E.
Paterson of the Melbourne Bar for his assistance in attending
to the printing of this volume.

Melbourne, August 1955.
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FOREWORD

During the years 1955 and 1956, eight papers were delivered
at General Meetings of the Medico-Legal Society of Victoria, and
seven of these papers are presented in this, the Seventh Volume
of the Proceedings of that Society.

The eighth paper was a paper entitled “The Natural or The
Foster Mother”, which was read by Dr. Alan C. Jeffrey, M B,
B.S., B.Sc, on 19th November, 1955. Unfortunately this paper is
not available for publication.

Preparation of an index of the contents of this volume and
of the six preceding volumes has been begun, and the Editors
had hoped to publish the index as part of this volume. However,
the preparation involved an unforeseen amount of work and the
publication of the index has had to be deferred.

The practice, which was resumed in Volume VI, of publishing
a summary of the discussion following the papers delivered at
General Meetings has been continued in this volume and again
the Editors accept responsibility for inaccuracies or distortions
in the summaries.

At the Annual Dinner of the Society held on 28th July, 1956,
the toast of the Legal Profession was proposed by Professor
Maurice Ewing, Professor of Surgery at the University of Mel-
bourne. The text of his speech is included in this Volume.

Mr. W, E. Paterson of the Melbourne Bar has again offered
to attend to the printing of this volume and the Editors express
their thanks to him.

G. H. Lusu .
KENNETH ]. GRICE } Hon. Editors
Melbourne
November, 1957
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